the Educational Department to be insufficiently appreciative Prague of the excellent work done there. But in Ministries of Educa- lefore tion are men whose culture is book culture, who deal with Hitler systems and paper projects, and cannot be expected to understand a form of education, not to be measured by examinations, which consists, first and foremost, of doing well. I could sympathize with the staff of the Prague School; they were touching in their response to my estimate of their work, which, if passed on to the authorities, they believed would prove helpful. I did not see M. Masaryk, who was away from Prague at the time; but I was able to congratulate M. Benes on the excellence of the Prague Schools. The Benes had an apartment in the Castle, all white and gold. That Castle high above the city! One had no need to read history to understand its grim meaning in the past. Under its shadow the people of Prague were reminded under whose rule they were, 'of the power of Vienna; while from its massive walls there grew, flower-like, the slender spire of a gothic cathedral Now the proud Austrian nobles have been driven out, their great houses occupied by bourgeois families, Prague has become a bourgeois capital.1 Sir George Clerk took Mrs George Keppell and her brother and myself to visit some of the old religious houses, among them a convent, once a favourite resort of the ladies of the great Austrian families. Here was a treasure of jewels, of diamonds and precious stones, brought by generations of ladies to the shrine of a saintly nun. The saint lies in a glass coffin above the altar, slender and maidenly, but bearded like a Persian Shah. Betrothed against her will by her parents, so the story runs, the saintly lady prayed, on her marriage night, that she might retain her virginity for Christ. Her prayer was answered, a thick black beard sprouted on her fair face, and her spouse, dismayed, left her to her chaste thoughts.
1 This was written before the events of September 1938 and when the possibility of Czechoslovakia coming under German rule was unthought of.
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